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One way street on the other side of the tracks
ment it,” Pollack said during the first
community board meeting.
The newly instituted Soledad Street
Community Board convened for the
Soledad is a one way street that met first time on Jan 31. They discussed the
aphorically and physically allows no future of what is known to many as the
return; for the homeless, this Salinas “homeless hang out,” “Old Chinatown,”
street is their last resort.
or “skid row.” Pollack holds a seat on
Seth Pollack, director of CSUMB’s the board along with 23 additional com
Service Learning Institute, decided to munity members, businesses, social ser
do something about the condition of vice providers and government agencies
Soledad Street. Pollack decided to apply and institutions.
to the Department
Some of the
of
Housing
c ontributing
and
Urban
“Chinatown has a rich
members include
Development
Hartnell College,
history and a bright future.
(HUD) and the
Monterey County
We want students to come
CSUMB Service
Housing Authority,
down and join us...”
Learning Institute
Salinas Chamber
was awarded a
-SETH POLLACK, SLI DIRECTOR
of
Commerce,
$600,000 grant to
the
Buddhist
be distributed over
Temple of Salinas,
three years.
the Confucius Church, Franciscan
Pollack believes this grant will be the Workers of Dorothy’s, Community
stepping stone into renewing the area in Human Services and the residents of
and around Soledad Street.
Soledad Street.
“Everyone needs a plan; this grant
Located a block north of Downtown
will allow us to make a plan and imple Salinas, Soledad Street is on the other
Meghan Lewis, News Editor
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side ofthe Union Pacific Railroad tracks.
Don Reynolds, the redevelopment
project manager for the city of Salinas
and a board member refers to Soledad
Street as a “diamond in the rough.” He
clarified his statement, reiterating that
Soledad Street is a treasure that has yet
to be discovered; a lot of its cultural her
itage and story are buried in its people.
The board currently has two short
term objectives: first is instituting a
community garden, which will employ
the unemployed and underemployed
homeless of Soledad Street; second
involves founding a community center
and hiring a coordinator.
The Community Center will act as
a home base for the board, and a place
where community members of Soledad
Street and the surrounding areas will
be able to come for information on the
redevelopment efforts and future plans.
They hope to have pictures, posters,
maps and other visuals on the walls, docu
menting the revitalization as it takes place.
Both of these short term goals culminate
into the ultimate goal of redeveloping and
renewing “Old Chinatown.”

chinatown
revitalization
project

CSUMB students will be involved
throughout the entire process. Currently
the TAT service learning class is partici
pating in "street theatre.” There will be a
number of students from the BUS 303 S
(Community Economic Development)
researching a number of income gen
erating projects, such as: a commu
nity newspaper, a "handy-man team,”
a cookie baking enterprise, and a recy
cling project.
In the future, Pollack hopes to have
HCOM students doing oral history work,
and VPA students developing commu
nity art projects on Soledad Street.
“People are thrilled to have
CSUMB involved, and feel
like the time is right to move
forward with this issue. People
have reached out to offer vol
unteer, pro-bono services (legal
advice, planning services,
design services, etc.),” Pollack
said excitedly.
“Chinatown has a rich his
tory and a bright future. We
want students to come down
and join us for ‘Open Mic
Night’ at Dorothy’s, the first
Thursday of every month. We
want them to come and par
ticipate in the Beautification
Day on April 22. We want stu
dents to build connections to
the people who call Soledad
Street home,” he said.
The new community board
has plans to assemble on the
last Tuesday of every month
to discuss future plans. If plans
continue to develop on Soledad
Street, its reputation as a haven
for the homeless and drug
addicts will be history.
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Soledad Street is in the process of getting a facelift with the help of CSUMB's Service Learning and a grant from HUD.
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MPA
charts new courses
music and performing arts
GRAPHIC BY JENNIE BANTA

Chad Ghiron, Photo Editor
Chad_Ghiron@csijmb.edu

CSUMB’s Music and Performance Art
(MPA) department is glimmering with
a future filled with freshness.
The department’s overhaul will
include everything from new classes,
hopeful up-and-coming classes, to old
classes adding new parts and hard
ware.
“We’re going to be adding a lot of
very high-end equipment to our Audio
Production class along with a certifica
tion which will help our students be

able to get a job as a producers, or own
their own recording studio one day,”
said Paul Cantos of the MPA depart
ment.
The Audio Production course expan
sion will entail putting in a new digital
mixing conceal, and the ICON from
Digi Design, which will work handin-hand with Pro Tools, a Mac based
software used to record.
“The Audio Production class is to
help students learn and feel comfort
able with digital and analog recording
processes, at the same time give them
studio time to work on their own proj
ects, and give them real life experience

which can be use in their benefit when
looking for a job,” said Paul Cantos.
Some the new courses being offered
by the MPA department this spring
include a harmonica workshop, which
will teach students the basics of how to
play the harmonica and how to teach
and instruct in a classroom setting.
Another course being offered is
Global Percussion. Students will learn
rhythms from African, Afro/Cuban/
Caribbean, Latino, and Indigenous cul
tures.
The Mariachi Ensemble is being
offered as an independent study class.
Some of the up-and-coming hope

fuls are live sound, which will teach
students how to set up stage shows and
have an understanding of what goes
into a stage show. Movie Scoring and
Music Industry are two more classes in
the works. Music Industry would help
students understand what goes into
the business and marketing area of the
industry.
“There are hopefully many courses
to come; they would all help our stu
dents when they enter the industry,”
said Paul Cantos.

Students, administrators clash over future of TAT
Kimber Solana, A&E Editor
KlMBERREY_S0LANA@CSUMB.EDU

ance,” wrote Kviteck in the e-mail.
Once Levinson is finished, the report
needs to be approved by Riel and taken
to a meeting that will involve represen
tatives from IT, Risk Management, TAT,
the Dean’s office, and outside experts to
evaluate the Otterstream’s capability.
As of today, Riel is still waiting for
the report to be completed. “All of this
is happening at the moment, it involves
a lot of research and a lot of gray areas,”
said Riel.
In an e-mail sent to TAT Majors, Open
Forum, and TAT Assembly on Nov. 16,
Riel said, “Even though the Otterstream
is in a class, the university still needs to
ensure that students, faculty and staff
are observing copyright laws so that
it is not liable to lawsuit for copyright
infringement.”
“I just have a feeling they don’t
know what they’re talking about,” said
Gomez, “They’re making it hard for
it [Otterstream] to come back because
they are intending to drop radio.”
As reported in the last issue of the
Otter Realm, due to budget cuts, TAT
is also undergoing some changes that

involves cutting back on the five disci
plines of TAT, theater, radio, tv/broadcast, film, and new media.
Gomez suspects the TAT department
has pinpointed anything that doesn’t
involve the moving image of cinema
as the first ones to go. Gomez pointed
out that TAT is currently searching for
two new faculty members in the area of
digital video and new media.
“There are 240 majors, at least 85 per
cent are doing film video,” said Riel.
On the interview aspect of the select
ing process, Riel said, “Less than 10
students came for the interview; nobody
came to see what they had to offer.”
Gomez is simply asking for more
transparency and shared governance
within the department and its students,
even asking to see the department’s
budget.
“They gotta let us in,” said Gómez.
Riel encourages students to join the
TAT club and come to her for answers.
“There’s an open door policy, but no
one’s coming to me to express frustra
tion,” said Riel.
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What the Department Chair of TAT,
Michelle Riel, describes as “misin
formation” is becoming a conspiracy
among TAT students that their depart
ment is focusing more on cinema and
new media while distancing themselves
from radio and theater.
“I call it misinformation,” said Riel.
“There has been a lot of conversation
going around the department.”
According to TAT senior Robert
Gomez, the TAT department is at fault
for any misinformation.
“If there are bad information coming
out and spreading around, it’s because
they [TAT department] are not openly
communicating with us.”
One of the main reasons for the
continuing discontent of TAT students,
heard mainly through Open Forum, is
the ongoing absence of the Otterstream.
The Otterstream was shut down last
semester after issues of copyright arose.

Also, illegally downloaded software
was discovered in the computer used
for the Otterstream.
“If they really want Otterstream,
they’d do what is necessary to put it
back up,” said Gomez, “but Rikk Kvitek
[Dean of College of Science Media Arts
and Technology] has made it very hard
for us to get the Otterstream back.”
According to Kviteck, TAT faculty
member Steven Levinson is currently
working on the situation. “Steven
Levinson is preparing a detailed report
on the legal and copyright issues gov
erning its activities,” said Kviteck.
In an e-mail Kviteck sent to Riel last
semester, Kviteck outlined the necessary
steps to be taken to bring Otterstream
back properly and legally. According
to the e-mail, Levinson is to prepare
a detailed and accurate assessment of
copyright, licensing, and broadcasting
laws that CSUMB must operate in.
“This report will address, point by
point which of these regulations the
CSUMB Otterstream has or has not
been in compliance with, why and what
action is required to come into compli

ESSP continues seafloor mapping
Max Green, StaffReporter
Maxwell_Green@csumb.edu

Point Lobos, California

Sowing seeds
of change
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Getting its start in 2000, the ESSP
department’s humble Seafloor Mapping
Lab now has two boats and has made
a niche in Monterey County’s local sci
ence community.
A passing boat is used to take pictures
of the ocean floor similar to the way
regular photography is shot, but in this
process multi-beam and side-scan sonar
are used rather than film.
“It is like taking an aerial photo,”
Carrie Bretz, Projects and Metadata
manager of the mapping process, said.
The Seafloor Mapping Lab’s boats,
The R.V. MacGinitie and R. V. VenTresca
are fairly small measuring in at 30-35-ft;
the onboard equipment can map a depth
of 250 meters.
Bretz believes these boats are ideal
for mapping shallower areas around the
coast, rather than trying to compete with
the larger scale mapping boats further
out to sea.
“We go out into the field and collect
side scan and multi beam data,” Mary
Young, an ESSP senior studying seafloor
mapping, said.
There are two types of sonar mapping
the class uses, side-scan and multi-beam.
Side-scan is used for habitat mapping
while multi-beam is used for depth mea
surement (bathymetry).
Young is currently collecting data and
mapping Cordell Bank, 25 miles off the
shore of Bodega Bay.
“Take a sea mapping class; the first
class they train you and you go out on
the boat and collect data,” Young said
of how one can get started in sea floor
mapping.
“For my capstone, I am doing the
Monterey Bay Submarine Canyon. We
are trying to see if there is a sediment
change in the Canyon,” Kendra Wong,
an ESSP senior, said.
Wong has completed six mapping
surveys so far, completing two surveys
every year. She is also part of a project in
the south rim of the San Francisco Bay
that analyzes dredging of that local area.
The Seafloor Mapping Lab has cov
ered projects throughout California as
well as in Washington and the Arctic.
The Lab has also done research in col
laboration with the California Department
of Fish and Game and the Monterey
Bay Sanctuary, for The Marine Life
Protection Act Initiative that took effect
in 1999, ensuring the protection of all
marine life, habitats and ecosystems.
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Yankee Point, Big Sur, California

A dilapidated 40,000-sq. ft. vacant lot sits
on the corner of Soledad Street and East
Lake in Old Chinatown, Salinas.

The maps
of the sea
floor off the
Monterey and
Big Sur coasts
demonstrate
the work
some ESSP
students have
done in an
effort to chart
the bay.

“We want to eliminate slum and blighted
conditions... including finding uses for
vacant properties,” stated Don Reynolds of
the Redevelopment Agency of Salinas.
A community garden was the pro
posed use of this particular vacant lot.
The garden lot is being leased to the
CSUMB Foundation for $1 per year
from the Salinas Redevelopment Agency
in collaboration to redevelop and renew
Soledad Street.
On Thursday, Feb. 2, a preliminary
garden group assembled to have a “brain
storming retreat” for those involved in
the Community Garden Project. They
discussed numerous ideas for the site
including layout designs, possible
ground breaking dates, ideas for markets
and project names.
Iris Peppard, CSUMB ISSM alumnus
and hired Interim coordinator, first vis
ited Soledad Street as a service learning
student leader for a hunger and home
lessness class.
“The community looked abandoned
by society,” Peppard said.
The Revitalization Project may be a
way to get Soledad Street alive and on
its feet once again.
“Everyone has the right to know how
to grow their own food. When a group of
people from the local community have
control over their food system they can
be self-reliant. This project is a step in
that direction,” Peppard said of why she
got involved.
The garden is expected to employ and
train some of the unemployed and under
employed homeless of Soledad Street.
CSUMB students and classes will also
continually be involved with redevelop
ment projects on Soledad Street.
Louis Pennata’s Business 303 course,
Participate in Communication and
Economic Development, is one Peppard
foresees being involved this semester.
Peppard envisions an enterprise filled
with organic fruits, vegetables, and flow
ers, producing only what the community
has a need for or wants to grow. All plants
will be chosen, grown and maintained by
a full time garden coordinator (yet to be
hired), volunteers, CSUMB service learn
ers, and the most imperative contributors,
the homeless of Soledad Street.
GARDEN continued on page 5

EBT & WIC happily accepted

Cops bust up BSU dance
Eric Bravo, Staff Reporter
Eric_Bravo@csumb.edu

At 10:30 p.m. the doors were shut
and the dance was officially sold out,
but a few students managed to open
side doors and let others in.
“There were people pushing against
the glass, being loud and loitering out

or shut the event down. Not wanting
to escalate the situation by forcefully
removing people, they decided to end
the dance 45 minutes early, cutting all
the nights festivities at 11:45 p.m.

The University Center Ballroom was
anything but a quiet scene on the night
The BSU feels the event was
of Saturday, Feb. 4. The Black Students side the function.” Naik staled.
United (BSU), a CSUMB student orga
"We clearly define the expectations
nization, held a dance to commemorate of an event host, and we make them
Black History Month.
prepare for the event, and we clearly BSU member, said. Thompson still felt
Great musical performances were define the role of the University PD,” the dance was a success. “There was
scheduled and the night was going Lt. Earl Lawson of the UPD said.
no violence, no throwing up, no misbe
smoothly until the
Naik said having. arguments, and everyone in the
dance was shut
the event was dance was having fun.”
down 45 minutes
“Looking at attendance, this
well
publi
Lawson shared Thompson's view
early. The atten
cized across that the night was a success, and is glad
was the most successful
dance surpassed the
campus and, that there were no injuries or emergen
event BSU has ever had.”
maximum limit and
“Apparently cies associated with the dance.
-ASHANTI THOMPSON, BSU PRESIDENT
the ballroom began
the dance was
"The University Police Department
overflowing with
even posted is here to prevent crime and to prostudents and offon a Myspaee
campus guests from
Web page.”
Lawson said.
the surrounding community.
With campus dances becoming more
Naik added that, “Security and crowd
“Looking at attendance, this was the popular and the student population turnout plans for all student activities
most successful event BSU has ever growing every semester, security is will be more carefully organized to
had,” said Ashanti Thompson, BSU becoming more difficult to assess.
president.
After the doors were shut, the stu
The BSU appreciates the support
According to Snehal Naik, Student dents and guests waiting to go inside received from everyone who was in
Activities coordinator, “The dance was were asked to leave. Instead they con attendance.
designed to cater 300 people, and an esti tinued gathering outside. The UPD
mated 400 to 450 people showed up.”
said they had two options: to use force

EVERYONE'S HARVEST
GRAPHIC BY RACHEL KANE

MARINAS CERTIFIED FARMER'S MARKET

Every Sunday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Marina Transit Station, 280 Reservation Rd. & De Forest
across from the Marina Post Office 831.384.6961

...from page 4

Currently the proposed garden budget
is allocated from the $600,000 grant
the CSUMB Institute has received from
the Housing and Urban Development.
Included in the budget is an $1,800
allowance each year, for three years,
which will supply garden seed and tools.
The budget also allows distributions
for a greenhouse, raised beds and fenc
ing, soil, an irrigation line, a water hook
up and a backhoe rental.
One of the most important things
the community must know is “this is
a viable project, and it’s ripe for inves
tors,” Don Reynolds announced during
the board meeting Jan. 31, in reference
to the entire re-newel project.
“Community buy-ins,” Peppard
announced, is the biggest hurdle the
project needs to overcome. It is vital that

surrounding areas become excited about
this project and want to be involved.
“I am excited about the property
being used for something, while we
piece together a complicated proposal
for future development. I look forward
to seeing this interim activity stimulate
interest in the entire neighborhood,”
Reynolds said.
The Community Garden “is a short
term win,” Seth Pollack, Service
Learning Institute’s director, mentioned
during the Community Board meeting
on Jan. 31. “We want to plant the seeds,”
he said. The Soledad Community garden
will break ground and begin planting
“seeds of change” sometime in April.
“There is not a lot of beauty on the
street now, nor is there any activity or
space that brings people together in
a productive way. The garden can do
that,” Pollack said.
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Fresh quality, reasonably priced produce and many unique goods

Garden

Third Street road block slows campus traffic
Erin Nokes, Staff reporter
Erin_Nokes@csumb.edu

As the Fall Semester of 2005 came to a
close and the winter session began, so
did construction to CSUMB’s technol
ogy infrastructure. Navigating through
the repairs and heavy machinery has
been a challenge for the entire campus.
“The “telecommunications infrastruc
ture” of CSUMB includes underground
copper wires and fiber optic cables
providing telephone, e-mail and Internet
service to all the campus buildings. To
ensure high performance and reliability
as the campus expands, CSUMB has
embarked on a project to upgrade its
current infrastructure, according to an
information bulletin on the CSUMB
News Web site.
Campus Planning and Development
sent out an e-mail announcement on
Monday, Jan. 30 that stated, “The
intersection of Third Street and Fourth
Avenue will be temporarily closed for
construction in order to install new tele
communications and electrical conduits
beneath the road surface.”
The repairs began as just a few minor
holes with restrictions slowly mounting
into the complete shutdown of Third
Street.
Only one week into the semester,
students got a wake up call. Going to
class became a strenuous journey to find
alternative routes from their usual ones,
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A faster Internet connection requires cooperation and some delays from students.

and driving always assured the presence
of traffic.
“There has been a little traffic around
noon, but I haven’t been late to class yet.
Thankfully and hopefully I won’t be,
but you never know,” said SBS junior
Veronica La Chance.
The traffic isn’t the only problem
students are facing while construction
takes place. On Monday, Jan. 30, the
power had been knocked out throughout

campus and rumors have spread stating
that the cause had to do with was all
the construction taking place on Third
Street.
“It’s annoying. It set off the fire alarm
the other day in the DC and so we had to
eat outside because it wouldn’t turn off,”
said SBS junior, Vanessa Rubalcaba.
Some students have adjusted their
work and play schedules due to the
onset of unpredictable traffic, but there

is no way around those other unpredict
able annoyances like power outages.
Construction has no set ending date,
but there is an approximate construction
time of 18 months.
According to the CSUMB News Web
site updates almost daily with informa
tion regarding the project, and Campus
Planning and Development has assures
students that “access to all parking lots
will remain open.”

Students wonder who’s watching their campus computer use
Kristin Kitcher, Staff reporter

All the CSUMB students worried about
their privacy being breached on the
campus computer severs may rest easy
now.
Every department on campus, includ
ing the University Police Department
and the IT Department are forbidden to
go into a student’s personal file and/or
gain any information about a student
without permission from the student or
proper authorization. UPD must have
a court issued search warrant or be
working on a case, according to Lt. Earl
Lawson of the UPD.
“We work a lot of missing person’s
cases so when someone calls up the
department to report someone missing,
the information we need, we get from
6 | The Realm | Feb, 16-March 2, 2006

the family themselves,” Lawson said.
“We do not have the staff or the time to
track what the students are doing on the
computer,” he said.
The employees of the police depart
ment go through an extensive back
ground investigation during their hiring
process. They must pass a lie detector
test, and have no criminal record.
Gil Gonzalez, manager of the Audit
and Security Profile Department on
campus said that his employees do not
have access to any student’s personal
information without authorization from
their superior who has the authority to
give that authorization.
“There are many different positions
in the department, so there are different
levels of authorization that a person in
charge will carry according to the posi
tion they have,” said Gonzalez.

Students are furthermore protected
from their personal information get
ting into the wrong hands by Federal
Education Required Protection Agency
(FERPA). FERPA limits the access
GRAPHIC BY ADAM JOSEPH
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that a department or company has to
anyone’s personal information without
probable cause. If someone opens up a
personal file, they must have authoriza
tion from a proper authority.
Henry Snow, Chief Officer of the IT
Department, said that his employees are
overseen by an authorized person called
a “Gatekeeper.” The “Gatekeeper” mon
itors the employee’s computers at all
times. The employee’s also must sign
off on a “conditions sheet” promising
that they won’t reveal any informa
tion they come across during their time
working in IT, and that they won’t
breach anyone’s privacy.
CSUMB takes these precautions to
ensure the protection and confidentiality
of student’s personal information and
computer privacy.

Roller hockey hopes to bring in fans
Jon Allred, Staff Reporter
Jon_Allred@csumb.edu

They love the game because of its phys
ical play and fast-paced speed and are
eager to play and have great attitudes.
Recognized as a club sport, they pay
for their practices, equipment and tour
naments with fundraisers like “Skate
Night” and are sponsored by Waste
Management. However, no one on
campus knows who they are or that they
exist. Welcome to the life of a CSUMB
Roller Hockey player.
”1 don’t think enough
people know about the
club,” said

Williams has the gift of gab
Matt Faust, Staff Reporter
Matt_Faust@csumb.edu

Joey Williams

PHOTO BY MATT FAUST

coming up, but would like to announce
for the men’s baseball games. He has
some ideas for baseball including a mix
of commentary and Mystery Science
Theater.
This spring, Williams would like to
bring along two other friends who can
spruce up the commentary with a little
more college humor.
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CSUMB students turned their televi
sions on at 7:30 p.m. to watch the men’s
basketball team get their game on Feb.
3. CSUMB’s sports commentator, Joe
Williams gives the school the play by
play of the games with a malicious crew
of hooligans.
Joseph Williams, senior TAT major
is the well known voice for CSUMB’s
sports games. The comments that come
out of his mouth make baseball broad
caster, John Miller of ESPN, look like
a novice. His charismatic style and
attitude intrigue fans to keep tuned in
to the station. This senior knows every
bit and piece of the game like the back
of his hand.
“I grew up watching sports all my life
and it always seemed like a cool job,
because you get to watch all the games,”
Williams said of what made him want
to be a sports announcer for the school
games.
With a concentration in Directional

Interest in Broadcasting Williams is
determined to make it big.
Williams has worked with some of
the best announcers in California to
get that extra bit of experience. During
the summer, Williams went to Sports
Casting School where he was able to go
to hands-on experience.
“The announcers would help tape
your commentary and replay the work
later on and go over every little thing,
what to do or if things needed to be
revised,” Williams said.
Williams sat back laughing with a
creepy grin, and explained some of
the best times of announcing. One was
when he messed up during a women’s
basketball game. He joked about how
there were two girls on the other team
with last names Ruben and Reynaga.
While he was talking trying to get the
play by play, he put both of the names
together, Ruben Reynaga, who is actu
ally a student at CSUMB and friend of
Williams. He laughed and tried to keep
his cool to see if anyone had noticed and
continued as if nothing happened.

“It is very hard to keep your cool
while announcing, because there are
so many distractions with girls, fans,
and the Kelp Kids,” Williams said. The
fans are the best part of the entire game.
“When you hear some of things that
come out of these people’s mouth, you
just want to burst out laughing, which
has been done multiple times.”
Williams is thankful for Coach Bill
Trumbo of the men’s basketball team,
letting him broadcast for the school.
Trumbo and other assistant coaches
have shared their views on the com
mentary and are impressed with what
they hear from every game. They started
using the commentary videos of all
the games to use as records for future
review.
“I am always at the games with the
dance team, but from others who I know
watch the game from their dorms think
it’s cool that we finally have a sports
commentator. It makes the game a little
more interesting for people who don’t
know a lot about the game or the play
ers to get a little more info,” Samantha
Cesmat, sophomore BUS major said.
Williams is only announcing basket
ball and has six more double headers

junior forward Mark Jenness. Added
teammate junior forward Marc Lu,
“We don’t have any fans. Nobody even
knows we have a roller hockey club on
campus. Once you see a game, you will
be hooked. Hockey is like no other sport.
There is a lot of action involved.”
Originally formed in 1999, the
CSUMB roller hockey team is a mem
ber of the Western Collegiate Roller
Hockey League (WCRHL), which is a
part of the National Collegiate Roller
Hockey League (NCRHL).
The rules in roller hockey are designed
for a much faster paced game, with no
offsides or icing like in ice hockey.
Also, game play is four on four, not
five on five. The biggest rule difference
is that college roller hockey is non
checking. The referees do allow physi
cal play but won’t let the play get to the
point of player endangerment.
“It’s a fun environment. You work
your butt off, get beat up physically
and experience all kinds of emotions.
Afterwards, you have a couple of beers,
tell stories and realize how much fun
roller hockey is,” said team captain
Russell Taylor.
With the campus and CSUMB’s
enrollment expanding each year, mem
bers of the roller hockey club hope to
see fresh new players on the rink and
will do their best to help the team grow
and improve by spreading the word.

Otter baseball begins first season in school history
Kiel Stromgren, Sports Editor

sports

K iel_Stromgren@csumb . EDU

The CSU Monterey Bay baseball team
was ready for its inaugural season; how
ever the field was not necessarily up
to par before the season began. So, the
men’s baseball team took it upon them
selves to ready the field for opening day.
With the help of head coach Rich
Aldrete, his staff and his players, they
put together the first baseball diamond in
CSUMB history.
“Yeah, we go out there and work it [the
field], I want them to take pride in this
field,” Aldrete said.
Aldrete and his staff put together a
brand new club house for the players,
with individual lockers, some fake grass
for authentication and a pair of full-size
speakers at either end of the club house.
The players helped put up a fence
around the batting cages and maintain the
brand new grass that was put into place
just before opening day.
The baseball team let the crowd see all
the hard work they had done to the field
on opening day and made the Otter faithful
proud as they stepped onto the dirt infield
for the first time against Sonoma State.
Sonoma State, ranked tenth in the
nation, according to BaseballAmerica.
com, didn’t even let the Otters get comfy
in their new home before showing them
what the California Collegiate Athletic

Budd Glock bats in the Otters opening series with Sonoma State.

Association (CCAA) is all about.
The Otters were swept 9-5, 12-3 and
12-3 in their first three games at Otter
Stadium.
The first game was a good indication of
what the Otters are capable of accomplish
ing this season. Although going down 6-0
early in the game they rallied back and
forced the Seawolves to earn the win
with three late runs. On Saturday, Feb. 4,
the Otters didn’t fare as well as their first
attempt, losing both games 12-3.

PHOTO BY KIEL STROMGREN

The Otters have a deep team with four
catchers, 18 hitters and 20 pitchers, but the
pitching staff is the weakest component.
“Pitching is gonna be the thing that we
are going to need to improve most on,”
said assistant coach Jimmy Walker.
Judging the whole season based on
the opening games isn’t fair. However
this is a good look at what the top of the
CCAA has to offer and how much work
the Otters need to do in order to get to
their level.

“It’s one of the best conferences in
the nation for baseball (CCAA),” said
Walker. “We expect to win 20 to 25 (out
of 38) games through this season.”
“I’ll tell you the truth. We can hit; we
can pitch. We can do it all,” said Aldrete.
“My starting nine I wouldn’t trade for
anybody.”
Although it’s a newly assembled team
that is being thrown into the power house
of baseball, the expectations are not low.
With the majority of players transfer
ring from junior colleges and a handful
more coming from Aldrete’s Baseball
Academy, there is a nucleus of players
that understand what needs to be done to
win, such as captain and starting pitcher
Budd Glock.
“I think this is going to be a great expe
rience,” said Glock. “Baseball is going to
bring something that this school really
needs I think. I’m really excited.”
The 6’5” 260-pound junior transfer
from Santa Rosa Community College
is just a part of the talent pool that
has assembled at CSUMB. Players such
as starting shortstop Daniel Gomes and
starting freshman Garrett Lyons are just a
few players that have instilled the utmost
confidence in Aldrete and his staff that
this will be a contending team.
“My expectations weren’t much ‘til I
saw what I had, ‘til I saw the kids and
my expectations have gone really high,”
said Aldrete.

Student/Teacher Pricing Availibie With Valid ID

COMPUTER WORKS
Making Computers Work For You

Works Deluxe System
AMD 64 X2 3800+ Dual Core Processor
250GB SATA Hard Drive
2GB PC 3200 DDR 400 RAM
NVIDIA 7800GT Graphics
Writes DVDs &CDs
Built in Surround Sound
Wireless Keyboard and Mouse
Windows XP Pro

Apple iBooks
Up to a 1.42GHz G4 Processor
Built-in Airport Extreme
Built-in Bluetooth
Scrolling trackpad
Sudden motion sensor hard drive
In stock now starting at

$999

Introducing the new iMac
Intel Duo Core Processor
Up to 2.0GHz
Up to a 500GB Hard Drive
ATI Radeon X1600
Front Row with Apple Remote
SuperDrive
¡Life '06

Starting at $1299

We have the complete iPod line
up in stock now. Come and and
see which iPod works for you.

"Wwipiaaa,
Now $1799!

BtLKIN
QMARWARE SOGCk
Iprooucts

Computer Works has the largest
selection of iPods and iPod
accessories in Monterey County.

Microsoft Office for the Mac!
Share Word, Excel, and Powerpoint files seamlessly
with Windows Computers, ask us how.

d Apple Specialist
1721 Fremont Blvd.* Seaside
899-31 77 • www.mbcw.com
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Disc golf goes 18 holes with no ball
Jennifer Vares, Staff Reporter

it is free, it’s a change of pace from every
day activities, and it is something fun you
can do in the great outdoors,” said Mason
Disc Golf has become a very popular and Rothschild, a junior MPA major.
well known sport at CSUMB, as it has
Starting at CSUMB in 1998, disc
all over the Central Coast and Northern golf has gained popularity and impacted
California.
many students over the past seven years.
“At CSUMB, no matter what your The game was invented by Yale and
strengths and weaknesses are, you will Dartmouth students playing with pie tins
be challenged.
in the 1940s. In 1949, Fred Morrison
Everyone should give it a shot because created a disc-shaped toy that was made
of plastic and could fly.
In the 1960s, the Copar
Company put out a disc
that was called “Sky
Sauce.” This disc also
had an information book
that came with it that was
in reference to the game,
“Sky Golf.” Today, “Sky
Golf’ is known interna
tionally as “Disc Golf.”
“It is the greatest free
game in the world,” said
Eric Palmer, a senior TAT
major who plays the sport.
“It has motivated me to
exercise and enjoy the
outdoors.”
“It is a relaxation such
as a walk in the park,”
said Rothschild. “It is a
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY JENNIE BANTA
Jennifer_Vares@csumb.edu

Disc golf, formerly known as Sky Golf, is played over 18 holes.

themed disc golf course on Fort Ord that
has a fun and creepy atmosphere.”
One of the main disc golf courses, the
Cypress Course, made in 1998 by the
late “Steady” Ed Headrick, is located
right next to the Black Box Cabaret and
across from the North Quad Suites. It is
in a very desolate area and it is the oldest
disc golf course on the campus.
The second course, the Oaks Course,
made in 2005 is located just west of the
football stadium.
The game consists of throwing a disc
from the tees to the baskets. The disc has
to get into the basket. There are three
throws allowed to complete each hole.
Similar to golf, there are 18 holes and
whoever gets the lowest score wins.
More than just the game itself, disc
golfers enjoy the outdoors love making
friends.
“It is easy to play and it is cheap. I will
play until I am too old to play,” said Chris
Ragsdale, a junior Business Major and
member of the Disc Golf Club.
CSUMB’s disc golf courses are open
to the community and welcome every
one. Disc golf has evolved throughout
the years coming from the days of play
ing with flying pie tins at Yale to the
competitive and creative aspect the game
has become today.

Softball team starts off strong, hopes For improvement
Jon Allred, StaffReporter
Jon_Allreb@csumb.edu

the CCAA definitely has great players.
There is a wealth of talent in Northern
California and we will tap into that
source.”
Kenney has already begun “tap
ping that source,” recruiting seven key
players.
Softball player to watch:
Brittany Armbruster of Salinas High
School is a smooth third baseman who
makes the game of softball look easy.
She’s a solid hitter with speed and is an
aggressive base runner.
Leah Marks of Monterey Peninsula
College is a utility player who has the
ability to catch and play the comers, as
well as the outfield. With a big power
swing, Kenney is hoping that Marks
will contribute to the offensive output
for the Otters as well as defense.
Ashley Trotter of Everett Alverez
High School is a solid catcher and hits
with power.
“She’ll make an immediate impact on
the team. I’m really looking forward to
seeing her talent and leadership on the

field,” Kenney said,
Jolene Batista was an All-Foothill
Conference first team selection at first
base for Chaffey College and will be
a constant threat on offense with her
lethal combination of power and speed.
Jehnna Koch earned All-Coast
Conference honors playing shortstop
for San Jose City College. Koch’s solid
defensive abilities enabled Kenny to
move her to second base. “Jehnna is a
great leader, consistent hitter and a stu
dent of the game,” Kenney said.
Amy Layns earned All-American
honors at shortstop for Long Beach City
College. Her outstanding leadership
skills will be essential to a young team
and her competitive demeanor will con
tribute to her being a premier player.
Leann Wacker helped Sacramento City
College get to the State Junior College
Championship in 2004. Wacker’s great
speed on the bases has earned her praise
by the coaching staff as one of the hard
est workers they have ever coached.
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The popcorn is popped, the hot dogs
are red hot, and there’s not one empty
seat in the Salinas Sports Complex
as the eager crowd awaits the start of
CSUMB’s inaugural softball season.
“It’s really exciting to be a part of the
first softball team in CSUMB history,”
said Karen Purdy, junior pitcher and
HP WE major. “I ám honored and look
ing forward to making CSUMB known
for their softball team.”
Since the second week of the school
year, the softball team has been practic
ing and working hard for this moment.
Conditioning consisted of 6 a.m. runs
on Mondays and Wednesdays, as well
as four days a week of weightlifting.
“We are more than ready,” Purdy
said. “We have been working long and
hard and are ready to get some wins.”
The CSUMB softball team will
be coached by Andrea Kenney, who

spent the past five years coaching at
Claremont-Mudd Scripps College,
compiling a record of 89 wins, 94
losses and one tie, while producing 11
first team all-conference athletes and
four all-region selections. It is these
credentials that have CSUMB Athletic
Director and Men’s Basketball Coach
Bill Trumbo excited about Kenney’s
arrival to CSUMB.
“Andrea is the embodiment of every
thing we were searching for,” Trumbo
said. “Andrea is an outstanding techni
cian with a wealth of coaching experi
ence. Andrea has a contagious enthu
siasm for softball that just carries over
into her players.”
Kenney is excited about the opportu
nity to build a program from the ground
up. “I’m looking forward to the chal
lenges that lay ahead of me,” Kenney
said. “Being a member of the California
Collegiate Athletic Association is such
a tremendous recruiting tool for us.
I mean, great players will want to
play against other great players and

ODC dances to a new beat at World Theatre
Oberlin Dance Collective
will perform a politically
minded piece at the
World Theatre Feb. 23.

COURTESY OF WWW.ODCDANCE.ORG

Nick Noble, StaffReporter

arts

NICHOLAS_NOBLE@CSUMB.EDU

A piece based on global wanning and
the public’s tendency to ignore the
issue will be performed by the Oberlin
Dance Collective San Francisco (ODC)
on Feb. 23 at the World Theatre.
ODC, a dance company in its 35th
year of operation, will perform “On
a Train Headed South,” co-commissioned by the World Theatre.
The performance includes audio
clips of George W. Bush speaking on
the Clean Air Act, and hanging blocks
of ice, illuminated and dripping water
as they melt onto the stage floor like
polar ice caps flooding the earth.
Renowned lighting and stage designer
Alexander Nichols will make these sus
pended ice blocks look like stars and
diamonds during the performance.
“ODC is very different from ballet.
It’s physical with artistic movement
101The Realm | Feb. 16-March 2,2006

and gestures,” said Dawn GibsonBrehon, director of the World Theatre,
“The performance is athletic and bal
anced. For instance, it’s usual for male
dancers to lift a woman, but ODC will
have a woman carry a man.”
Their music is not restricted to one
genre, either. A performance could
include classical, contemporary, or
even folk music, creating what GibsonBrehon calls “A collage of sound.”
According to the ODC Web site,
“The Company has been widely recog
nized for its fusion of ballet and mod
em techniques and for their numerous
groundbreaking collaborations.”
“What I like about ODC,” said
Gibson-Brehon, “is that they are very
community oriented; they’re eager to
support and educate people.” ODC is
going to use their time in our city to
lecture and perform for elementary
students in a time when art programs
are being cut from schools.
The World Theatre offered an envi

ronment away from ODC’s home
facilities to create “On a Train Headed
South.” In exchange for creative space,
ODC will spend time in our commu
nity sharing the joy of art with local
children. As a result CSUMB is perma
nently credited as co-commissioner for
“On a Train Headed South.”
ODC has been granted the San
Francisco
Chronicle’s
Readers’
Choice Award for Best Modem Dance
Company, the Golden Slipper award,
and the San Francisco Bay Guardian’s

award for Best Local" Dance Company.
With the direction of founder/choreographer Brenda Way, ODC broke
the trend that dance companies be
based out of New York, and estab
lished two San Francisco facilities
housing the ODC’s school, theater,
and gallery.
The ODC performance will be held at
7:30 p.m. Tickets are $25 general admis
sion and $10 for CSUMB students.

Celebrating

Black History Month
Adam Joseph, Editor in Chief
Adam_Joseph@csumb.edu

Carter G. Woodson, the son of for
mer slaves, dedicated his life to mak
ing sure black history was accurately
documented and acknowledged by the
American people, resulting in Negro
History Week beginning in 1926, later
becoming Black History Month.
The Black Students United (BSU)
has dedicated many months in prepara
tion of events that expect to ensure the
goal Woodson intended for a celebra
tion of black history.
“We want to promote awareness on
campus and educate students about
African Americans,” said Ashanti
Thompson, president of BSU and senior
TAT major.
BSU has only five members this
spring semester after losing many
members to graduation this past fall.
BSU also finds itself without any finan
cial support from administration due
to CSUMB being the only CSU not
to have institutionalized Black History
Month.
“Without BSU, there wouldn’t be
any campus events recognizing Black
History Month,” Khalia Ii, vice
president of BSU and

39.2 million people or 13.4
percent of the United States
population is black.
$92.7 billion receipts from
black-owned
businesses
existed in 2002, up 30 percent
from 1997.The rate at which
black-owned
businesses
increased their receipts was
higher than the national aver
age
(22 percent).

In 2004,2.3 million black col
lege students were enrolled,
roughly double the number
15 years
earlier.

Railroad after she was freed,
but she worked as a nurse
and soldier to earn money.

•

James Metthew Allen pat
ented the aparateus for the
remote control in 1937.

•

Sarah Boone patented the
ironing board in 1892.

•

George Washington Carver
•invented peanut butter as
well as over three hundred
other uses for the peanut.

48 percent of black house
holders own their own
home.

Sojourner Truth fought for
the desegregation of public
transportation in Washington,
DC, during the Civil War.
Harriet Tubman
helped
to free hundreds of slaves
by using the Underground

BSU’s Black History
Month events:

• Tonight, Tyler Perry’s satire film based on his stage production, Diary of
a Mad Black Woman, is set to begin at 10 p.m. in the World Theatre.
• On Friday, Feb. 17 at 8:30 p.m., Sista Carol brings her dancehall flavor
of reggae to the BBC’s stage, all the way from the beautiful Caribbean waters
of Jamaica.
• On Tuesday, Feb. 21, at 6:30 p.m. in the UC Ballroom, the “community
speaks” will feature African Americans of the CSUMB faculty community.

arts

senior HCOM major, said.
Knowing there would be limited
helping hands and scarce funds come
February, BSU began preparing for
Black History Month in November, cre
ating a month filled with cultural, edu
cational, and culinary events to heighten
black history awareness on campus.
The month began with an open
ing rally featuring Asya Guillory, a
CSUMB alum and former BSU presi
dent, who spoke and shared some of her
original poetry.
Black History Month has even
influenced the campus cuisine; every
Wednesday of February, the Dining
Commons and Otter Bay Café have
featured “soul food” and “a taste of
the Caribbean,” including delectable
delights such as, catfish with hushpuppies and jerk chicken.
“It’s something different, something
to spice up meals a little bit,” Ii said.
BSU’s Sixth Annual Black History
Month Banquet will be on Feb. 23 in
the UC Ballroom. The Katrina/New
Orleans themed banquet will feature
authentic jambalaya, a speaker and live
entertainment, to be announced.
“My hope is that the ban
quet is well attended and
shows people what BSU is
all about,” Ii said.
Three of the five
remaining members of
BSU will say good
bye at the end of the
semester including the
president and the vice
president.
“I’m hopeful but con
cerned about the future
of BSU but there doesn’t
seem to be any inter
est right now. We need
more people,” Thompson
reiterated.

Did you know?

•
On Thursday, Feb. 23, at 5:45 p.m., BSU will close out their Black
History Month events with their Sixth Annual Black History Banquet in the
UC Ballroom.
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Point Pinos: A historical paradise
Brennan Phelan, Staff Reporter
Brennan_Phelan@csumb,edu

The Pacific Grove coastline not only offers tide pool
exploration and beautiful beaches, it is also a place to
learn about history.
The Point Pinos Lighthouse, which rests on the
Pacific Grove shore (at the end of Lighthouse Street),
is the oldest continuously operating lighthouse on the
West Coast. Located next to the Pacific Grove golf
course and just north of Asilomar State Beach, the
vibrant coastal views that surround the lighthouse are
well worth the trip.
Touring the inside of the lighthouse gives a look at
life on the Monterey Peninsula spanning over the last
century.
“I thought the lighthouse kind of took you back in
time. I’d say it’s a good stop for local history buffs,”
said Suzanne Kroeze, a Pacific Grove local and
CSUMB faculty member.
Architecturally, the lighthouse is interesting as well.
Inside its walls, friendly volunteer's maintain the
museum and offer facts and stories about its opera
tions.
The lower level of the lighthouse contains infor
mation about the operation of the light itself and
the important role it has played in the history of the
Monterey Peninsula.
Caitlyn Lombard, a CSUMB sophomore, said, “The
lighthouse in Pacific Grove is fun to visit because it
has a lot of history of the Monterey Peninsula that I
never knew about. I want to go back again because I
would like to read some of the books and albums they
collected there, and it also has an awesome view of
the ocean.”
After touring the lighthouse, there are places to walk

PHOTO BY BRENNAN PHELAN

and enjoy the scenery, unique to this area. A short
walk or drive around the coast leads to Asilomar State
Beach.
“[It] is a stunning sweep of pristine white sand and
clear water; it’s also one of the most challenging waves
in the Monterey area,” said Chris Cooning, a CSUMB
business major.
Monarch butterflies can be seen in Pacific Grove

Sunday Night Live

arts

Adam’s pics
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and surrounding areas during late fall, while deer and
other wildlife that live in the area can often be seen up
close. The Point Pinos Lighthouse and its surrounding
coastline are just some of the many unique attractions
to the Monterey Peninsula that many students can
explore and enjoy for little to no cost at all.

Ang Lee’s epic gay cowboy love
story, “Brokeback Mountain,” may
lead all films with eight nominations
in this year’s 78th Academy Awards,
but the lesser known nominees are
guaranteed to be a versatile assembly
of hard-hitting contenders.
The Academy should get a little
credit for their uncharacteristic nomi
nation of the virtually unknown,
Terrance Howard, for “Best Actor,”
over Hollywood’s Aussie mint,
Russell Crowe.
In the urban melodrama, “Hustle
& Flow,” Howard’s performance as
Djay, the pimp who found his heart, is
intoxicating; his fluid southern mum
ble is barely understandable through a
tortured web of misogyny and ghetto
dreams that plague his mind.
Craig Brewer’s film, despite
Howard’s tour-de-force performance,
is a superficial and laughable look

into a world that has been Disneyized, caricaturized, and glamorized
as a stereotypical launching pad for
every thug whose days are numbered
in a life of crime. But, through all that
exploitive garbage, Howard’s depic
tion shines and the Academy has
recognized his mesmerizing perfor
mance with a “Best Actor” Oscar
nomination.
Philip Seymour Hoffman’s authen
tic character study of the flamboyantly
whimsical scribe, Truman Capote, has
earned him a nomination and puts him
as the favorite nominee to take home
the “Best Actor” Oscar. Hoffman may
be considered to be a shoe-in, but
Howard’s unforeseen nomination may
lead him to an unforeseen golden
statuette.

ACADEMY

continued on page 14

Resident Tourist
It was two in the morning, and some
where back in Amarillo, Texas we were
being hunted down with a gun. All I
heard where the sounds of the overused
tires on the Honda Element against the
empty stretch of endless Texas high
way.
We had been on the road for almost a
week, spending most of the time sitting
in a car. There were five of us, Rory,
Mario, Thabo, Big Mike, and I, two in
the front and three in the back.
The back was supposed to be for the
other three people, along with some bag
gage and a television and PlayStation,
which was brought to pass of time, but
seemed to be more of a waste of much
needed space. The other two people had
it pretty nice; they had control over the
music as well as space to stretch.
That night in Amarillo we spent some
time at a bar, not just any bar, but the
worst, run down, tooth-missing, coun
try listening, backwoods, redneck bar
in the entire state of Texas. We knew it
as soon as we walked in that it wasn’t
a good idea. It smelled like 50 years of
cigarette smoke had made love to stale
beer. We decided to stay.
Drink after drink was ordered while
we played pool and listened to music on
the jukebox. We joked the whole time

about playing some hip-hop music for
the country bumpkins.
After an hour or so of drinking we
had gotten to the point of complete stu
pidity. Somehow a conversation started
with the locals and with our luck, our
dearest friend Mario, started a striptease
for them. Dollars were shoved down his
shirt but not enough to cover the bar tab
we built up after that point.
With camera in hand and a $350 bar
tab, we left with a group of locals to
party more. On the way out to the car,
the drunkest of the locals jumped into
his car and drove off, not before nearly
hitting everything which came within a
30 feet radius of his car.
We left to find for our hotel, a beauti
ful Motel 6 room. There were five of
us in the back and four in the front. On
the way back one of the girls got a call
from her toothless boyfriend yelling he
was going to come after us with his gun
and kill us. Being the brave young men
we were, we told the locals, which were
nothing close to being worthy of dying
for, to leave, then got in our car and
burned rubber.
So if a chance to drive to Amarillo,
Texas ever comes, think again and
KEEP DRIVING!
There’s only one way out of Amarillo...speeding away from a loaded gun.

“Roughing it" is too gentle of a description.

Photos by
Chad Ghiron
An excited
young bird pays
two dollars to
see, just if that
gentleman can
make her hollar
(right).

arts

The infamous
bar where it
all happened
(left) will
never be quite
the same after
that one night
in January.
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When
"
my
mom was get
ting
sicker
and
sicker
I would put
on his music.
Those songs
tore me apart,
but eventually
made me feel
better - some
how he just
makes
you
feel better. "
—Gary Sauza, “For the Love of
Ray” producer

Academy

arts

... continued from page 12

Known for her role as Desperate
Housewife, Lynette Scavo living on
Wisteria Lane, Felicity Huffman’s
portrayal of the pre-operative male-tofemale transsexual, Bree, has earned her
her first Academy Award Nomination
for “Best Actress.”
Transamerica follows Bree on a jour
ney with her teenage son, who she
recently discovered she had fathered.
Huffman delivers a mature performance
of a delicate balance; one that is both
humorous and somber. Again, like
“Hustle & Flow,” Huffman stands out
14 The Realm | Feb. 16-March 2,2006
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For the love of Ray
local musicians to perform tribute concert at World Theatre

Ray Charles continues to live on in
the hearts and souls of millions of
people around the world. Monterey’s
local compilation album, “For the-Love
of Ray,” is only further evidence of
Charles’ infinite prominence.
A collaborative performance titled “A
Multicultural Tribute to Ray Charles,”
will feature the local musicians from
the compilation album, in celebration
of this year’s Eighth Annual Heritage
Festival.
The “celebration of diverse musical
tradition and cultural heritage” begins
at 8:00 p.m. on April 29 at the World
Theatre.
The lineup of local musicians includes
the jazz and R&B vocalist, Charmaigne
Scott, who is a graduate of CSUMB.
Some of the other notable performers
include blues guitarist Chris Cain, John
“Broadway” Tucker, and radio host Lee
Durley.
“For the Love of Ray” is a collabora
tion of 48 local musicians that cover
a large span of Charles’ music; it’s

produced by Sand City resident Gary
Souza.
“All the talent is local. This trib
ute is for Monterey, by Monterey,”
said Souza. “I’ve been listening to Ray
Charles since I was in the third grade,
so it has been a privilege doing this
project. These are my favorite songs
performed by my favorite musicians.”
Recording 48 musicians on 19 tracks
is no simple task, especially when using
classic recording techniques.
“This wasn’t a digital project, it was
done the way Ray did it on one-inch
tape, reel to reel,” said Souza.
“I’m really anal; I want stuff done
right. For example, I paid a lot of
money for the rights because I wanted
this to be legit, so everything had to be
perfect. And it came out real good,”
said Souza. “This consumed me and my
bank account for one and a half years,
but it was all for the love of Ray.”
Shirlene Campbell, program coordi
nator for the Heritage Festival, Music
and Performing Arts Program, sees the
event as an opportunity for students.
“We try to do something different
every year so students get a variety of
culture. It allows them to work with

local musicians and performers while
they learn about event production.”
Music Coordinator Paul Contos looks
forward to this year’s festival. “This is
the first time it will really be a com
munity based effort,” said Contos. “The
local musicians come together combin
ing their hearts, minds, and talents. This
should attract the surrounding commu
nity to our campus theatre.”
Blind since age seven, Ray Charles
(1930-2004) grew out of his birthplace
in Georgia becoming a pioneer of rock,
jazz, and rhythm and blues, winning 12
Grammy Awards throughout career. His
most recognizable songs include: “I’ve
Got a Woman,” “What’d I Say,” “Hit
the Road, Jack,” and “Georgia on My
Mind.” Charles has also contributed
extensively to charities for research and
treatment for the hearing impaired.
For Souza, Ray Charles’ music was
a source of strength when he needed
it most: “When my mom was getting
sicker and sicker I would put on his
music. Those songs tore me apart, but
eventually made me feel better - some
how he just makes you feel better.”

like a diamond in a rough. Transamerica
is, overall, barely mediocre as a film,
but survives on life support through
Huffman’s beautiful interpretation of
Bree.
Reese Witherspoon’s depiction of
June Carter Cash in James Mangold’s
biopic “Walk the Line” will definitely
be stiff competition for Huffman. The
other nominees include Judi Dench for
“Mrs. Henderson Presents,” Charlize
Theron for “North Country,” and Keira
Knightley for “Pride & Prejudice.”
Another nominee worthy of a men
tion is Amy Adams enveloping perfor
mance in Phil Morrison’s “Junebug.”
Nominated for “Best Performance by an

Actress in a Supporting Role,” Adams
plays the attention-seeking, sweet, and
hyper-active Ashley. Adams expresses
Ashley’s relentless hopefulness about
her unplanned pregnancy and her mar
riage to an unresponsive husband with a
great ease that is just as much seducing
as it is tragic.
Some more highlights of the 2006
Academy Award nominations include
Woody Allen’s nomination for his
“Match Point” screenplay. Allen hasn’t
been nominated for an Academy Award
since 1998; he hasn’t won an Oscar since
his 1987 film “Hannah and her Sisters”
won Best Screenplay. It won’t be easy
for Allen, who stands up against Paul

Haggis’ “Crash” and Noah Baumbach’s
intricately human “The Squid and the
Whale.”
In the category for Best Animated
Feature, Tim Burton’s “Corpse Bride”
will go up against Steve Box’s and Nick
Park’s “Wallace & Gromit: The Curse
of the Were-Rabbit.” In the category for
“Best Documentary Feature,” Henry
Alex Rubin’s and Dana Adam Shapiro’s
tale of a quadriplegic rugby team’s
road to the Olympics in “Murderball”
is hands down, the best documentary
of the year besides “The March of the
Penguins,” which was strangely, not
even nominated.

Nick Noble, Staff Reporter
NICHOLAS_NOBLE@CSUMB.EDU

Trial by Mercado: an
AS Capstone Grantee
Adam Joseph, Editor in Chief
Adam_Joseph@csumb.edu

Double
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Dollar Menu
I’m lovin’ it

us today the impact of this case for both
military and civilians in the Vietnam era.”
Mercado is preparing for graduate school
and career in integrated social history.
Currently she is applying to the Teach For
America Program where she hopes to have
the opportunity to serve as a teacher this fall
at a high-need school.
“I have learned the ways that past events
feed the present, and likewise, how our cur
rent participation can impact the future,”
Mercado said of her education at CSUMB.

Marisa Mercado, SBS major with a
social history concentration and a minor
in journalism, was the recipient of the
Associated Student’s $1,000 Capstone
Grant last spring of 2005.
The Vietnam-era murder trial ofPrivate
Billy Smith was one of hundreds of cases
tried in the US for “fragging”; the murder
of officers by enlisted soldiers
using fragmentation grenades,
gunshot, knives, and even bare
hands. Mercado’s capstone
brings to light the fact that rac
ism was a predominant factor
of these cases.
Mercado’s
“interactive
piece,” now on exhibition in
the library throughout February,
looks like a collage of found
American military memora
bilia art, with a government
issued desk as its focal point.
On the desk is a blackboard
and desktop file drawer dis
playing a barrage of local and
independent newspaper articles
and Senate hearing transcripts
about Private Smith’s case that
viewers can peruse.
Mercado’s outcome is: “to
develop a comprehensive
record of the incident and trial
through research of previously
unexamined primary sources
and a body of oral history inter
views that can reconstruct for Mercado’s exhibit can be seen in the library
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To the beat of a different gun
Rebecca Bolin, Staff reporter
Rebecca Bolin@csumb.edu

The sound was overwhelming
and the energy was high as the
hardcore band Give Her The Gun
(GHTG) incited a crowd of new
and old fans at La Perla Mexican
Restaurant in Old Town Salinas.
I caught up with the guys on Jan.
28 after their show to get to know
the men behind the music.
“We are something different,”
said Alex Smith, drummer and
June 2005 Iraqi Veteran. “We are
local guys trying to bring some
thing new,” Smith continued.
“I think we are different from
other hardcore bands in the fact
that we don’t all have one image.
A lot of bands today have the same

look to them and dress the same,”
said guitarist Cody Jones. “We all
have different styles and have dif
ferent interests outside of the band,
and I think that is what contributes
to our individuality.”
Individuality was apparent
through interactions with their fans
as well as the music. “We want to
change the scene,” said vocalist
Clay Finley. “If we can reach out
to every person at a show, and each
one can identify with our music,
then we are successful.”
The variation of fans and the
attentiveness they exuded con
firmed that GHTG is doing
just
that.
“We are approachable, regular
guys just making music for every
one,” said bassist Blake Loveless.

“People that don’t normally listen
to hardcore music can get some
thing out of it, aside from people
that normally do.”
There is an array of different
sounds within each song, which
guarantees that each person
attending a show will not leave

unsatisfied.
“We feed off audience energy,”
said Finley.
“It doesn’t matter if there are 10
or 100 people, as long as people
are having fun and rocking out
with us; it’s a good show,”
said
Jones.
The humility and emotion that
is evident through the music and
the personalities within the band
undoubtedly contributes to their
growing popularity. The fan’s

PHOTOS BY REBECCA BOLIN

loyalty and support does not go
unnoticed.
“Our fans should know that we
love what we do no matter what
the outcome is, and we love them.
Without fans we wouldn’t have
anyone to share our passion with,”
Jones said, “and then our parents
would be the only ones who would
watch us play.”

GHTG is currently planning a
West Coast tour and writing new
songs for their second demo.
“We want to record in the com
ing months before I leave for mili
tary training in April,”
said
Smith.
Their current four-song demo is
free and can be picked up at any of
the GHTG events.

Person On Campus
What gets you OFF?
Chad Ghiron, Photo Editor
Chad Ghiron@csumb.edu

Bobby James

Laura Dayao

1ST YEAR
BUSINESS

1ST YEAR
UNDECIDED

“Check this shit out... having a girl
on top I spread peanut butter all over
my naked body while rotating. I call
it the rotation masturbation.”

Erin O’Brien
FRESHMAN
LS
“Door knobs and reptiles. That’s all I
gotta say. Oh, and it helps if the guy
has a big dick.”

Alex McDermott
Janelle Pelzel

JUNIOR
BUSINESS

SOPHOMORE
HCOM

“Short skirts on a hot day. “SEXY.”

“Biting, necrophilia, strangling,
whips, chains, and cuffs.”

“When little Cody comes out to play,
or “The Price is Right.”

Preston Andrews
Larry Joe Lindquist

Kathryn Tadeo

JUNIOR
SBS

FRESHMAN
BUSINESS

Crystal Cochran

“Mary Alison, redheads, volleyball
girls, Gutter Punks, Garter Belts,
chicks that work on cars, surfer
girls, ballerinas and chicks that can
kick my ass.”

JUNIOR
BUSINESS
“1. Shopping”

Patricia Poston
5TH YEAR
ISSM (TAT, MPA)
“Drum n Bass, musical orgasms.”

Whitney Hunt
1ST YEAR
LS
“Being on top really gets the job done for me.
Once I peak I like to be rough till I pass out.”
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2ND YEAR
BUSINESS

Blake Strong

“I love biting and being bitten. I
took an online quiz that said I’d
be into bondage. Watching backdoor
sluts 9.”

2ND YEAR
ESSP
“Black masks and latex.”

Timothy McNiff
SOPHOMORE
TAT
“I enjoy my box set of women (3 of them, and
they’re all mine!) Or JUSTICE.”

